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Temporary Closure of Coolum Men's Shed

In a letter dated 23rd March, 2020, President Warren Evans advised 
all CMS Members that our Shed will close until further notice. This 
closure was in accordance with directives from the Federal 
Government and from the Australian Men's Shed Association.

The Australian Men's Shed Association (AMSA) website had the 
following to say: 

“Unfortunately, today we bring you the news that based on the 
Government’s most recent advice Men’s Sheds MUST close.

As at 11.59pm on 25 March 2020, it will no longer be legal to open 
Men’s Shed facilities as they are considered to fall within the 
Community and Recreation Centres category of restricted 
premises. The directive from the Prime Minister means you will be 
acting against the terms and conditions of the insurance policies, 
should anything occur whilst operating the Shed, until such time it 
is no longer considered a restricted premise.”

The directive from the Prime Minister is available at: 
www.pm.gov.au/media/update-coronavirus-measures-24-March-
2020 “

Shed closed until further notice ....
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What does Shed Closure mean?

Shed closure means that Members cannot gather and do normal Men's Shed activities 
on the premises. Members will be unable to attend even in small numbers to use shed 
facilities and even if handwashing and social distancing principles could be observed. 

Why was Shed closure ordered?

The directives from the Federal Government and from AMSA Headquarters were a 
response to the emerging Covid-19 pandemic which is sweeping across the globe. 
Government restrictions also mean that our Bunnings Sausage Sizzle days with 
associated Sales Table have been discontinued until further notice.

When will the Shed be opened again?

A return to normal Shed activities would appear so far to be dependant upon advice 
from the Federal Government and AMSA. All CMS Members will be advised when this is
likely but expect months not weeks or days.

Financial consequences for our Shed

The cancellation of Sausage Sizzle days is an immediate loss of a regular income 
stream which sustains our Shed activities. With Shed closure our expenditure will 
naturally decrease but the full effect of this is as yet unknown.

In the days ahead the Coolum Mens Shed Executive will have more to say on Shed 
closure, our income loss, Shed II construction, and other matters relevant to this 
development.

Government Information and Help

Members can find out more about Shed closures at the
AMSA website:  https://mensshed.org/ . 

A comprehensive collection of resources about Covid-19
can be found at: 
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/novel-
coronavirus-2019-ncov-resources . 

Some relevant links found here under “Find the facts”
include the following:

• frequently asked questions
• information on the use of surgical masks
• information for hotel guests
• information for close contacts of a confirmed

case
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• information about routine environmental cleaning and disinfection in the 
community

• Fact Sheet for international travellers
• Exemptions to the 14-day mandatory quarantine period
• iinformation for families and residents on restricted visits to residential 

aged care facilities
• information for older Australians
• advice for retirement villages
• restrictions on entry into and visitors to aged care facilities
• Coronavirus (COVID-19): Know the signs
• Coronavirus (COVID-19): Stop the spread

Coolum Men's Shed Information and Help

Would you like to know more about how this crisis affects our Shed? Perhaps you have 
special needs as a result of the changes, or you would just like to talk to someone 
about what is happening. Members of the Executive Committee have indicated they 
will be available, so call:

President Warren “Wazza” Evans 0418 196 637
Secretary Frank “F1” Bates 0400 556 804
Treasurer Trevor Ryan 0421 341 534
Vice President Russell Lunn 0418 754 798
Grants Officer Terry Hehir 0439 791 710
Publicity Officer Doug Harbrow 0407 040 938
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DoD Shed - Construction Progress

Members will have noticed the activities behind our Shed – the early stages of Shed II 
construction. So far all approvals have been secured and the footings have been 
marked out. Funding is in place for the first stage (“foundations”). 

DoD Shed Construction Officer Russell
Lunn says that things are moving forward.

Wet weather held up deliveries of fill but
more loads came in the week before
Easter.

Charlie Gilbert the plumber has started
work. The front concrete entrance was 
cut and some of the garden removed to
make way for a stormwater pipe.

A surveyor is being found, with help 
from Charlie and builder Don Smith. 

Members and the Executive have been 
considering the funds needed to 
complete the building, a figure so far calculated at around $38,000 (see next item).

Funding to complete DoD Shed

Treasurer Trevor Ryan has noted that: 

“On 11th March, Warren and I met with
representatives from Bendigo Bank who
were fully supportive of our request for
possible funding. Soon after we, received
their quotation and conditions for a loan 
of $40,000 over 5 years with monthly
repayments of approximately $778 for
Principal and Interest and an
establishment fee of $800. Subsequent 
to this, we have received an offer from a
long time member of our Shed (who wishes to remain anonymous), to provide
a similar level of funding repayable over the same period. An estimate based on 
interest calculated on a daily basis would require a monthly payment of approximately
$725 per month for Principal and Interest. Under normal operating conditions, monthly
repayments to either of these offers would be manageable with our income from 
sausage sizzles and pub raffles”. 

This matter will require more consideration and is therefore yet to be resolved.
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Trenches being dug for the stormwater pipe.

...and the driveway takes shape...
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Lease Extended Again

CMS has been anxiously waiting for our landlord, Economic Development Queensland, 
to renew our lease. Not that there were any concerns that it would not be renewed by 
the State Government Department, but that we needed security of Tenure as a 
condition of grant money approval and for a possible loan application.  Economic 
Development Queensland has advised renewal of our Lease for a period of 3 years 
taking our current lease through to the end of December 2023. So now the Executive 
Committee has been able to stop taking anxiety pills.

CMS and the Australia Day Cricket “Grudge” Match

Every year an Australia Day cricket “grudge” match between teams from the Coolum 
Bowls Club and the Coolum Beach Hotel is held on Caulfield-Chambers oval, just 
behind the Coolum-Peregian RSL on David Low Way. 

This year Coolum Men's shed was asked by the organisers if we could provide a 
Sausage Sizzle booth, and and so some of the CMS troops gathered to feed the players
and 70 or so spectators who had gathered for the fray.
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Australia Day Cricket

RoscoE keeps score
The BBQ is under way!
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ARCARE visit again

Last year we had a visit from ARCARE, an aged-care facility at Peregian Springs. The 
July Newsletter reported that the visitors included  the designer of Brookfield and 
Indooroopilly shopping centres as well as medical practitioners, commercial fishermen,
and accountants. They enjoyed a lunch and a complimentary beer and won two of the 
prizes in the raffle!

Well, they returned for another visit earlier this year, enjoyed a lunch and a cold drink, 
and won the Produce Wholesaler Tray in the raffle again!

Trevor's Ukulele Stand

Treasurer Trevor Ryan hardly ever stops 
still. Last year he made this very
professional musical instrument stand 
for Coolum State School.  

Well done, Trevor!
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Arcare win the Produce Wholesaler tray....again!
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Entertainment
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Some years ago Bill Gates gave a speech at a US High School about 11 Rules that 
students did not and will not learn in school. 

Rule 1 : Life is not fair - get used to it! 

Rule 2 : The world doesn't care about your self-esteem. The world will expect you to 
accomplish something BEFORE you feel good about yourself. 

Rule 3 : You will NOT make $60,000 a year right out of high school. You won't be a 
vice-president with a car phone until you earn both. 
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Rule 4 : If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss 

Rule 5 : Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your Grandparents had a different
word for burger flipping: they called it opportunity. 

Rule 6 : If you mess up, it's not your parents' fault , so don't whine about your 
mistakes, learn from them. 

Rule 7 : Before you were born, your parents weren't as boring as they are now. They 
got that way from paying your bills, cleaning your clothes and listening to you talk 
about how cool you thought you were. So before you save the rain forest from the 
parasites of your parent's generation, try delousing the closet in your own room. 

Rule 8 : Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but life HAS NOT. In 
some schools, they have abolished failing grades and they'll give you as MANY TIMES 
as you want to get the right answer. This doesn't bear the slightest resemblance to 
ANYTHING in real life. 

Rule 9 : Life is not divided into semesters. 
You don't get summers off and very few
employers are interested in helping you FIND
YOURSELF. Do that on your own time.. 

Rule 10 : Television is NOT real life. In real life
people actually have to leave the coffee shop
and go to jobs. 

Rule 11 : Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll
end up working for one. 
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Events Calendar and Regular Events
These sections will return with resumption of Shed activities.
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